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An  Appeal  of  Labor 
to  Labor* 


We  are  face  to  face  with  a  world  crisis.  We  are  in 
a  world  struggle  which  will  determine  for  the  imme- 
diate future  whether  principles  of  democratic  freedom 
or  principles  of  force  shall  dominate. 

The  decision  will  determine  not  only  the  destiny  of 
nations  but  of  every  community  and  of  every  in- 
dividual.   No  life  will  be  untouched. 

Either  the  principles  of  free  democracy  or  of  Prus- 
sian militaristic  autocracy  will  prevail.  There  can  be 
no  compromises.  So  there  can  be  no  neutrality 
among  nations  or  individuals — we  must  stand  up  and 
be  counted  with  one  cause  or  the  other. 

For  labor  there  is  but  one  choice. 

Freedom  the  Hope  of  Labor 

The  hope  of  labor  lies  in  opportunity  for  freedom. 
The  workers  of  America  will  not  permit  themselves  to 
be  deceived  or  deceive  themselves  into  thinking  the 
fate  of  the  war  will  not  vitally  change  our  own  lives. 

A  victory  for  Germany  would  mean  a  pan-German 
empire  dominating  Europe  and  exercising  a  world 
balance  of  power  which  Germany  will  seek  to  extend 
by  force  into  world  control. 

Prussian  rule  means  supervision  checks,  unfreedom 
in  every  relation  of  life. 

♦Issued  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  February  17,  1018,  at  the.  close  of  a  seven-day  session  held 
at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Prussianism  has  its  roots  in  the  old  ideal  under 
which  men  sought  to  rule  by  suppressing  the  minds  and 
wills  of  their  fellows;  it  blights  the  new  ideal  of  govern- 
ment without  force  or  chains — political  or  industrial- 
protected  by  perfect  freedom  for  all. 

Prussian  Militarists  Will  Understand 
Force  Only 

Unless  the  reconstruction  shall  come  from  the 
German  workers  within  that  country,  it  is  now  plain 
that  an  opportunity  to  uproot  the  agencies  of  force 
will  come  only  when  democracy  has  defeated  auto- 
cracy in  the  military  field,  and  wins  the  right  to  re- 
construct relations  between  nations  and  men. 

The  peace  parleys  between  Russia  and  Germany 
have  shown  the  futility  of  diplomatic  negotiations 
until  Prussian  militarists  are  convinced  they  cannot 
superimpose  their  will  on  the  rest  of  the  world.  Force 
is  the  basis  for  their  whole  organization  and  is  the  only 
argument  they  will  understand. 

Spontaneous  uprisings  in  Germany  in  protest  against 
the  militarist  government  have  shown  that  the  German 
government  is  still  stronger  than  the  movement  for 
German  emancipation.  German  freedom  is  ultimately 
the  problem  of  the  German  people.  But  the  defeat  of 
Prussian  autocracy  on  the  battlefield  will  bring  an 
opportunity  for  German  liberty  at  home. 

Nations  Linked  Together 

We  have  passed  the  period  when  any  one  nation  can 
maintain  its  freedom  irrespectively  of  other  nations. 
Civilization  has  closely  linked  nations  together  by  the 
ties  of  commerce  and  quick  communication,  common 
interests,  problems,  and  purposes. 

The  future  of  free  nations  will  depend  upon  their 
joint  ability  to  devise  agencies  for  dealing  with  their 
common  affairs  so  that  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
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life,  liberty,  and  pursuit  of  happiness  may  be  assured 
to  all. 

This  matter  of  world  democracy  is  of  vital  interest 
to  labor.    Labor  is  not  a  sect  or  a  party. 

It  represents  the  invincible  desire  for  greater  op- 
portunity of  the  masses  of  all  nations.  Labor  is  the 
brawn,  sinews  and  brains  of  society.  It  is  the  user  of 
tools.  Tools  under  the  creative  power  of  muscle  and 
brains  shape  the  materials  of  civilization.  Labor 
makes  possible  every  great  forward  movement  of  the 
world. 

The  Stand  Labor  Should  Take 

But  labor  is  inseparable  from  physical  and  spiritual 
life  and  progress.  Labor  now  makes  it  possible  that 
this  titanic  struggle  for  democratic  freedom  can  be 
made. 

The  common  people  everywhere  are  hungry  for 
wrider  opportunities  to  live.  They  have  shown  the 
willingness  to  spend  or  be  spent  for  an  ideal.  They 
are  in  this  war  for  ideals. 

Those  ideals  are  best  expressed  by  their  chosen 
representative  in  a  message  delivered  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  January  8,  setting  forth  the 
program  of  the  world's  peace. 

President  Wilson's  statement  of  war  aims  has  been 
unreservedly  indorsed  by  British  organized  labor.  It 
is  in  absolute  harmony  with  the  fundamentals  in- 
dorsed by  the  Buffalo  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

At  War  for  Labor's  Ideals 

We  are  at  war  for  those  ideals.  Our  first  big  casualty 
list  has  brought  to  every  home  the  harass  and  the 
sacrifices  of  war.    This  is  only  the  beginning. 

A  gigantic  struggle  lies  just  ahead  that  will  test  to 
the  uttermost  the  endurance  and  the  ability  and  the 
spirit  of  our  people. 
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That  struggle  will  be  fougnt  out  in  the  mines,  lanns, 
shops,  mills,  shipyards,  as  well  as  on  the  battlefield. 

Soldiers  and  sailors  are  helpless  if  the  producers  do 
not  do  their  part.  Every  link  in  the  chain  of  the 
mobilization  of  the  fighting  force  and  necessary  sup- 
plies is  indispensable  to  winning  the  war  against 
militarism  and  principles  of  unfreedom. 

War  Service  op  Workers 

The  worker  that  fastens  the  rivets  in  building  the 
ship  is  performing  just  as  necessary  war  service  to 
our  republic  as  the  sailor  who  takes  the  ship  across 
or  the  gunner  in  the  trenches. 

This  is  a  time  when  all  workers  must  soberly  face 
the  grave  importance  of  their  daily  work  and  decide 
industrial  matters  with  a  conscience  mindful  of  the 
world  relation  of  each  act. 

The  problem  of  production  indispensable  to  pre- 
venting unnecessary  slaughter  of  fellow  men  is  squarely 
up  to  all  workers — aye,  to  employes  and  employers. 
Production  depends  upon  materials,  tools,  manage- 
ment, and  the  development  and  maintenance  of  in- 
dustrial morale.  Willing  cooperation  comes  not  only 
from  doing  justice  but  from  receiving  justice. 

The  worker  is  a  human  being  whose  life  has  value 
and  dignity  to  him.  He  is  willing  to  sacrifice  for  an 
ideal  but  not  for  the  selfish  gain  of  another.  Justice 
begets  peace.  Consideration  begets  cooperation. 
These  conditions  are  essential  to  war  production. 
Production  is  necessary  to  win  the  war. 

Task  for  the  Government 

Upon  the  Government  and  upon  employers  falls 
the  preponderance  of  responsibility  for  securing  greatest 
efficiency  from  workers.  Standards  of  human  welfare 
and  consideration  of  the  human  side  of  production  are 
part  of  the  technique  of  efficient  production. 
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Give  workers  a  decent  place  to  live,  protect  them 
against  conditions  that  take  all  their  wages  for  bare 
existence,  give  them  agencies  whereby  grievances 
can  be  adjusted  and  industrial  justice  assured,  make 
it  plain  that  their  labor  counts  in  the  winning  a  war 
for  greater  freedom,  not  for  private  profiteering,  and 
workers  can  be  confidently  expected  to  do  their  part. 
Workers  are  loyal.  They  want  to  do  their  share  for 
the  republic  and  for  winning  the  war. 

This  is  labor's  war.  It  must  be  won  by  labor,  and 
every  stage  in  the  fighting  and  final  victory  must  be  to 
count  for  humanity.  That  result  only  can  justify  the 
awful  sacrifice. 

Rely  on  Workers'  Spirit 

We  present  these  matters  to  the  workers  of  free 
America  |  confidently  relying  upon  the  splendid  spirit 
and  understanding  which  has  made  possible  present 
progress  to  enable  us  to  fight  a  good  fight  and  to  estab- 
lish principles  of  freedom  throughout  the  whole  world. 

We  regret  that  circumstances  make  impossible  con- 
tinuous close,  personal  relations  between  the  workers 
of  America  and  those  of  the  Allied  countries,  and  that 
we  cannot  have  representation  in  the  interallied  labor 
conference  about  to  convene  in  London. 

Their  cause  and  purpose  are  our  cause  and  purpose. 

We  cannot  meet  with  representatives  of  those  who 
are  aligned  against  us  in  this  world  war  for  freedom, 
but  we  hope  they  will  sweep  away  the  barriers  which 
they  have  raised  between  us. 

Must  Crush  Autocracy 

Freedom  and  the  downfall  of  autocracy  must  come 
in  middle  Europe. 

We  doubly  welcome  the  change  if  it  comes  through 
the  workers  of  those  countries.  While  this  war  shall 
last  we  shall  be  working  and  fighting  shoulder  to 


shoulder  with  fellow  workers  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Italy. 

We  ask  the  workers  of  Russia  to  make  common 
cause  with  us,  for  our  purpose  is  their  purpose,  that 
finally  the  freedom-lovers  of  all  countries  may  make 
the  world  safe  for  all  peoples  to  live  in  freedom  and 
safety. 
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